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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 11122 

EO 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: AF, IT, US 

SUBJ: AFGHAN DEVELOPMENTS 

ACCORDING TO MFA'S OFFICE DIRECTOR FOR ASIAN AFFAIRS 
(RUGGIERO), TWO SENIOR AFGHAN OFFICIALS HAVE RECENTLY 
ASSURED HIM THAT AFGHANISTAN INTENDS TO PURSUE A NON- 
ALIGNED COURSE. DURING A BRIEF COVERSATION WHILE 
TRANSITING ROME EN ROUTE FROM NEW YORK TO KABUL, 

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
HAFIZULLAH AMIN TOLD RUGGIERO THAT AFGHANISTAN SEEKS TO 
HAVE GOOD RELATIONS WITH ALL COUNTRIES, INCLUDING THE 
UNITED STATES, BUT HE STRESSED THAT THE NATURE OF THESE 
RELATIONS WOULD BE DIRECTLY PROPORTIONAL TO THE DEGREE OF 
ASSISTANCE WHICH IS PROVIDED TO AFGHANISTAN. 

2. IN A MEETING AT THE MFA JUNE 13, AFGHAN AMBASSADOR 
POHANYAR REPEATED THE SAME MESSAGE. AT THE SAME TIME, 

POHANYAR TALKED POINTEDLY OF POLITICAL HOSTILITY DIRECTED 
AGAINST AFGHANISTAN BY THE PAKISTAN GOVERNMENT. ACCORDING 
TO RUGGIERO. POHANYAR IS EXTRENELY CONCERNED ABOUT HIS 
POSITION. ALTHOUGH HE HAS NOT YET BEEN OFFICIALLY RECALLED. 
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THE AMBASSADOR TOLD RUGGIERO THAT HAS HIS QUOTE BAGS 
PACKED END QUOTE, ALTHOUGH HE INTIMATED THAT HE MIGHT BE 
ABLE TO PRESERVE HIS POSITION THROUGH A FRIENDSHIP WITH 
PRIME MINSTER MABRAK WHICH DATES BACK TO WHEN THEY WENT 
TO SCHOOL TOGETHER. POHANYAR TOLD RUGGIERO THAT NAZAR 
MOHAMMAD AZIZ, TAN MINISTER-CONSELOR AT THE AFGHAN EMBASSY 
HAS JUST BEEN RECALLED TO KABUL BECAUSE HE IS RLATED TO 
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THE FORMER ROYAL FAMILY. 

3. CONCERNING THE ROYAL FAMILY WHICH IS IN EXILE IN 
ROME, RUGGIERO IS NOT AWARE THAT THEY HAVE YET ENGAGED 
IN ANY PARTICULAR ACTIVITY DIRECTED AGAINST THE NEW 
AFGHAN GOVERNMENT. FORMER KING ZAHIR DID ISSUE A 
STATMENT FOLLOWING THE RECENT COUP WHICH LED TO AN 
OFFICIAL PROTEST TO THE ITALIAN AMBASSADOR IN KABUL. 

THE ITALIAN MFA SBSEQUENTLY SUGGESTED TO ZAHIR THAT HE 
REFRAIN FROM ENGAGING IN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES WHILE 
HERE IN ITALY. 

4. REGARDING THE WHEREABOUTS OF PRINCE ABDUL WALI 
(KABUL 4602), WE BELIEVE THAT HE IS 

STILL IN ROME. (A YEAR AGO HIS ADDRESS WAS 37 VIA NICOLO 
PICCOLONINI, TELEPHONE NUMBER 382352.) IN REPONSE TO A 
QUESTION, RUGGIERO SAID HE WAS NOT AWARE OF WALTS 
WHEREABOUTS, BUT PROMISED TO MAKE A DISCREET INQUIRY AND 
TO LET US KNOW THE RESULTS. RUGGIERO TELLS US THAT FORMER 
AFGHAN AMBASSADOR TO EGYPT GHAZI HAS REQUESTED AND 
OBTAINED POLITICAL ASYLUM IN FRANCE.HOLMES 
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